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if it were possible...

who are the elect? By the anointing, Peter addresses "The elect according to the foreknowledge of God
the Father in sanctification,(set apart for a purpose), of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ." (I Pet.1:2) It is to these that he writes, "But you are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called
you out of darkness into His marvelous light. Who once were not a people of God who had not obtained
mercy, but now have obtained mercy."  (I Peter 1:9-10) God always had "His own special people." Israel
was God's chosen nation, but when their Messiah came, they stumbled and rejected Him. Peter writes,
"Behold I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, precious. And he who believes on Him will by no means be
put to shame."  (I Pet.1:6) But to the appointed people for which Jesus Christ had come, He became  "A
stone  of  stumbling  and  a  rock  of  offense,  being  disobedient  to  the  word,  to  which  they  also  were
appointed."  (Vs.8) These are  the Jews of that  time,  and also of now. They chose to follow their  own
traditions, rather than the humble way of Christ. They were called but they stumbled at the Word when it
conflicted with what they had been taught by their established teachers, and what their hearts wanted to
believe.  The  elect  are  the  people  whom He called  to  replace  the  nation  who stumbled.  They are  the
Jerusalem from above. "For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His
Son...moreover whom He predestined, these He also called: whom He called, these He also justified; and
whom He justified, these He also glorified." (Rom.8:29-30)

John writes, "You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should bear fruit...If you
were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out
of the world, therefore the world hates you." (Jn.15:16, 19)  Paul adds, "Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.
Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame
before Him in love."(Eph.1:3-4) All of these are the chosen and elect of God, who are called to become
firstfruit sons in Christ Jesus. Paul further exhorts, "Therefore as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on
tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one
another, if anyone has a complaint against another, even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do."
(Col.3:12-13) Peter also urges,"Therefore brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election
sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble" (II Pet.1:10)  Indeed, because these elect have stood
through the Father's discipline, and because they have walked through the fire of His love, they will not
stumble and will not be deceived. Some will be here on earth during the times of the greatest perils ever
known, "And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved, but for the elect's sake those days
will be shortened." (Matt.24:22) 

if it were possible- When the disciples inquired of Jesus about the times of the end of the age, He warned,
"For false christs and false prophets will rise, and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible,
even the elect." (Matt.24:24) Deception is the most treacherous weapon in the devil's arsenal.  Jesus is
saying that in that day, will rise the most devious and subtle impostors of Christ, who will direct their wiles
at the elect, trying to lure and entice them with words and ways that could fool the most learned and devout
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ones. So many signs confirm what the Spirit tells us; we are now at the end of the age. The appearing of the
long awaited "Christ" is at hand. Christians on all levels, are indeed being flooded with parades of false
christs and false prophets, whose voices are heard through every means of communication they can find.
These foxy impostors of God's true prophets are shamelessly bellowing their shrewdly designed schemes,
over social media, television, radio, books, printed matter, pulpits, and every available and usable media.

This is what Jesus was warning His inquiring disciples then, and now as well. What can protect us from
being captivated by these calculated and evil enemies of our faith. What could make it impossible for the
elect to be deceived? One may think that a great knowledge of scriptures is a sure way to recognize the lies
of these impostors. Or perhaps spending much time in prayer or fasting often, could keep one safe from
their treacherous traps. Some have tried to find refuge in literal wilderness areas of this world, but actually,
although such things may be part of our journey, none is an iron-clad guarantee against the schemes of
these sleek and crafty counterfeiters. 

false christs and false prophets- Jesus does not mince words when He warns His disciples about the
perils  of the last  days.  We know by experience that we are now in the days of these perils.  Maturing
Christians are the devil's preferred target, for they are his greatest threat. Jesus was warning His disciples
then, and today and it is wise to pay attention to His words of warning. Indeed, the most dangerous enemy
of our soul is not in the world around us; our enemy has disguised himself into an angel of light and works
continually, pushing into our thoughts. He tries to manipulate us, to control our emotions and reactions. 

David went through perilous times; he writes of running into a safe place, "For thou hast been a shelter for
me, and a strong tower from the enemy." (Ps.61:3) David was not running into a literal strong tower, he was
running away from thoughts of taking vengeance into his own hands, against the evil who sought to rob
him from God's purpose in his life. David's soul was under attack, but he had experienced the Spirit of God
deep within, and his heart was fixed. He sang, " My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; I will sing and
give praise." (Ps.57:7) David could not be deceived because his heart was fixed on God. When we heard
the voice of Jesus calling us back, when we felt His Spirit filling our beings, when we knew He was real
within us, our heart was fixed. His presence is the place we can run to, a place of refuge where the enemy
cannot penetrate. 

The enemy of  our  soul  is  the Liar,  who comes to  us  through our  active mind,  in  many thoughts and
imaginations, as an angel of light to deceive us, to undermine our faith and to topple or weaken our trust in
God's Word. But God has equipped His elect with a "built-in" witness that cannot lie. This witness is the
Spirit of truth, who leads us into all truths. He is the one who opens our understanding and breaks the
chains of bondage that the traditions of men have compiled in us. The Spirit of truth is the Creator of our
new being, and He is our strong tower. Note that Jesus said, false christs and false prophets would rise and
show great signs and wonders. They are beguilers, smooth talkers, luring us with exciting and intriguing,
but fabricated revelations. They seek to entice the saints with great words of sophisticated wisdom, with
calculated prophecies, and a vast knowledge of Scriptures. They make their way personally into our hearts,
and into the sheepfolds, with smooth mannerism. They speak of God's love but are lusting after fame and
fortune and power and prestige; they are clever and adept at fleecing the sheep. Such have been doing their
dirty work for centuries, but at the end of the age, they are becoming more forceful and assertive, for they
know that their time is now very short. 

what will keep the elect safe from being deceived? "And do not be conformed to this world but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove, (discern, examine), what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God." (Rom.12:2) The elect will not be deceived because their minds will
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have been renewed, and they will have been tested to know God's perfect will. Most of all, as David, they
will have a new heart, after God's own heart. The affections of their hearts will have been changed. They
will no longer need the thrills and chills of religious activities. All these things will be replaced by the very
presence of God Himself within their inner beings. In their aloneness, they will have met their true love
face to face.

 I remember one night not long ago, when after a bad fall I was taken to the hospital. I had five broken ribs
and I laid under a blanket, on a stretcher in a long hallway, waiting for a bed in the ICU. There were many
stretchers lined up waiting. A nurse came by and whispered that it will not take long, but it did not matter to
me. I felt like in a bubble, free from pain and fear, just basking in the warmth and perfect peace of my
Father's presence. Today, I pray for all the people caught in the midst of bombing and hellish warfare. May
our Father's love and mercy meet them there, and touch their minds and hearts, and calm their fears. May
His peace carry them on angel's wings, until the indignation is past. May they find the "...secret place of the
Most High, and abide under the shadow of the Almighty, may they say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my
fortress: My God, in Him we will trust." (From Ps.91:1-2) He did this for me as a child in wartime France,
when I did not yet know Him; He is merciful and kind to the weak and the afflicted.

a house built upon the rock- While evil  is rapidly destroying itself,  our Lord has been building His
kingdom in the hearts of a people. "For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, you are God's
building...For no other  foundation  can anyone lay  than that  which  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ."  (I
Cor.3:9,11). Jesus Christ is the foundation of this structure, and the new creation of God in Christ is the
building. Sons of God are the stones set in their proper place to match the cornerstone. Jesus described the
man who listens to His Word, saying, "He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the
foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that house, and
could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock." (Lk.6:48) This foundation is within us, Christ in you the
hope of glory, but to build on this foundation, one has to dig deep within and uncover and discover Him.
 
a meaningful dream- There is no doubt that this prophetic dream speaks of the spiritual journey we each
are on, as we seek to know the One who is our new life in Christ. In the dream, "I went searching for my
Prince. The love in my heart for my Prince, compelled me to go on an arduous journey, through a very
steep, unchartered mountainous area. I was walking over narrow, winding trails, looking for any sign of my
Prince. I came to this house, more like a small castle and rang the bell. A man dressed as a cook, with a
tall, pleated white chef's hat on his  head, came to the door. I told him I was looking for my Prince. He said,
he is not here, he is out working on the castle that he is building. He warned me to not get too close to the
work area, as it was rugged, unfinished terrain. I went eagerly in the direction he pointed, and after a
while I heard the melodious sound of many voices singing in perfect harmony. It was a very cheerful sound,
and I knew that it came from deep down below the earth where they were digging. I knew that this was my
Prince and his brethren, digging ever so deep to uncover the foundation laid for this great building."  End
of dream. 

There are many details in this dream, but we will just go straight to the message that the Spirit wants to
convey to us today. A prince is the son of a king, and my Prince is not only Jesus, but now he is the one
who grew up in the womb of our soul, and who is rising as a son of God within us. He is the one who has
been fed the pure Word of God by the Holy Spirit of truth, and who is maturing in me and in you. We have
been  digging  deep  within  the  earth  of  all  those  who  have  gone  before  us;  we have  listened  to  their
revelations, we have read their books, we have partaken of their treasures. We have fed upon the Christ who
has been hid deep in these earthen vessels, our own earthen vessels for millenniums or longer. Together, led
by the Holy Spirit, we are working in harmony, uncovering more of Him as we go, until we find Him who
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is the mystery within.  At first I thought my prince was Jesus Himself, apart from me, but now the Spirit is
revealing more; my prince, and your prince, is the son in the image of God, who is the transformed and
born-again son of God, in me and in each of us. He is begotten of the Word of truth, conceived in the womb
of our soul. From the time we answered the call, the process of new life began. We went to church, and we
drove miles to hear a Word of truth. We sat for hours listening, looking for a Word that would stir the life
within us, a Word that would feed this son growing within. We went through the fires of being scorned and
rejected by friends and family, by neighbors and peers, for the Word we held onto. Yet, all  these things and
more were part of feeding and nurturing that new life within our soul. Becoming a new creation in Christ is
being "born-again." In the dream, I first stopped where the chef lived, and yes, we all enjoyed the times of
feasting at His banquet tables of gatherings and conventions. But now we are looking for more, we need to
meet the princely being that is the son of God who has been raised in us. In the dream, I first heard the
many voices sing in  unison and perfect  harmony.  Indeed,  the many brethren on this  quest,  have been
digging within to find this new life. They have the same goal, the same vision, the same witness in the
Spirit. These brethren are scattered all over the world, some are even on the other side of the veil, but they
are all in harmony of spirit, digging deep to find this mysterious Christ. Jesus Christ Himself is indeed the
Word upon whom our house,  (new "man"), is built. Paul adds,  "...we have been built on the foundation of
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone." (Eph.2:20) No matter how strong
the storms beat against our faith, our soul and mind, our house will stand forever unshaken.
 
lambs among the wolves-  There came a day when Jesus appointed groups of disciples with a special
mission. He sent them ahead into cities, to find the house where a son of peace dwells, and to break bread
in that house. "Then He said to them, The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into the harvest...But whatever house you enter, first say, "Peace to
this house." And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest on it. If not, it will return to you. And remain
in the same house, eating and drinking such things as they give, for the laborer is worthy of his wages. Do
not go from house to house."  (Lk.10:2,5-7) Jesus was not speaking about a shortage of laborers in the
harvest of souls; evangelists have been plentiful. He was referring to the harvest of sons of peace, the
harvest of firstfruits. He was speaking of some, appointed to minister to those who are separated from the
multitudes and sent as a second witness to those whose word needs to be confirmed and established. This is
a "Wire Church" ministry done house to house, that is to say, "one on one and spirit to spirit". Firstfruits are
sons of peace, called to bring peace. They bring the gospel of peace, of creation's deliverance and of putting
death under our feet. They are ministries despised and shunned by the majority of Christians. They are few,
but they are mighty in God. 

There have been many great harvests of souls for Christ, and for these, the laborers have been more than
sufficient.  But the laborers that weighed heavily on the heart of our Lord, were those whom He would send
privately to the sons. These are laborers set apart and dedicated to the Lamb company--His firstfruits. They
are apostles, prophets and teachers unknown to the world for they are not part of the "establishment." They
are shunned, maligned and scorned by most of "Christendom "because of their word. This is why Jesus told
these appointed disciples then, and those since, "I send you as lambs among wolves." (Lk.10:3). 

These laborers are gifts that Jesus gave us to become that "perfect man" to the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ. "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of
lights with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. Of His own will He brought us forth by the
word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures."  (Jms.1:17-18) May the Father of
Lights richly bless all who are part of this company, that through them all creation might be blessed.

Because He is love,  Angèle Caporaso (Jackie)
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